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Maintaining Integrity 


Dear Brother: 

It is a simple matter to profess to know 
God and yet by our works to deny Him and 
also to acknowledge that Christ is the Light 
of the world, yet walk not in that light. A 
minister once said, “We have taken the Christ, 
but not the cross; Communism has taken the 
cross but not the Christ.” In many respects 
this is true. The minister also said, “We 
cannot have the one without the other.” 
Yes, if we take the Christ we must also take 
the cross. Not the literal cross of course, but 
our everyday cross. 

Many churches teach that believing in 
Jesus Christ is practically all that is neces- 
sary to salvation. Some preachers can be heard 
from time to time urging people, in a highly 
emotional manner, to believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and be saved. Once a person is 
“saved” he is considered as having gained 
salvation and need never fear about losing 
it. We of course know this to be false. The 
prophet Ezekiel sums it up in this manner, 
“Every man is responsible for his own soul. 
If he persists in wickedness, he dies; if he 
repents, he saves his soul alive. The sin of 
his ancestors will not ruin him, nor will 
the righteousness of his ancestors save him. 
The individual sinner must answer for him- 
self.” There is no such thing as instanta- 
neous salvation. It is something that must be 
worked out by each individual. To this end 
I am making a determined effort to bring 
every thought, word and action in obedience 
to Christ. Although not always successful I 
must admit, yet determined to try again 
and with enough effort, I know it can be 
done. 

The Day of the Lord is approaching 
rapidly as the signs of the times show forth. 
Disregard for moral and spiritual values is 
on the increase, integrity has waned, while 
evil has gained. The president of the Nation- 
al Lutheran Council stated: “Disclosures of 
fraud and dishonesty in American life are 
indications the Church has failed in its 
task of Christianizing the nation.” Churches 
have failed because they have refused to 
maintain integrity before God. 

Wausau, Wis, ai Es 


Clear Meanings 


Dear Megiddo Friends, 

When I got my MeEssacE yesterday, Oh, 
how plain things looked to me, as to Jesus 
being in the earth three days and three 
nights. Then I thought of how it reads, how 
can we learn, if we are not taught? 

As I said before, I say again, I never 
learned to know the true meaning from the 
Bible as I do since I read the Messace and 
also the Bible Lessons. I pray God’s blessings 
to rest on that Mission as long as this cre- 
ation lasts. 


Middleburg, Pa. Mrs. M. M. 
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God’s Supremacy Versus Man’s Responsibility 


(Continued from April 16 issue) 


( prerogative with the proposition that it is God’s 
prerogative to choose His own source of raw mate- 
rial by foreknowledge of what each professing life- 

seeker would do—rather than what they are doing at the 

time He chooses them—Paul brings up the case of Jacob 
and Esau. Concerning Romans 9:8, 9, the comment in 
the Interpreter’s Bible explains, “that it is not the natu- 
ral children, simply as such, who are the children of God 

—heirs of the promise—but a certain selected number of 

them.” The point is made that “Isaac was not born in the 

course of nature, but in fulfillment of a promise of God; 
and thus it happened that only Isaac’s descendants (not 

Ishmael’s) were children” of God’s special promise. It 

was God’s prerogative to make promise to whomsoever 

He chose. 

The text reads “And not only this; but when Rebecca 
also had conceived by one, even by our father Isaac; (for 
the children being not yet born, neither having done any 
good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election 
might stand, not of works but of him that calleth) ; it 
was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. As 
it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated” 
(vs. 10—13). Obviously what Paul means to say here is 
that God loved Jacob and hated Esau, not as a conse- 
quence of any good or evil that either had yet committed, 
but in foreknowledge of what they would do—rather than 
the meaning his words seem to convey, that the course of 
their lives, or the fortunes of their posterity was in each 
case the consequence of God’s preconceived attitude of 
“hatred” or “love.” 

It is as if a man, knowing full well the habits of his 
herdsman’s unborn lambs and goats, made choice of a 
lamb for his little daughter’s pet—by foreknowledge. 

Paul seems to have been making the point that there is 
nothing to prevent God’s making a further decision as 
to just who shail belong to the Israel which receive the 
fulfillment of the promises. Indeed, (as he says in Rom. 
4:16) such recipients of the promise need not be Jews 
at all! In other words, God’s covenant with Israel could 
not be regarded as having become invalid even if all 
Jews rejected the gospel and missed the fulfillment of 
the promise, because “Israel” means not Jews by natural 
descent, but the elect, without respect to nationality. Rom. 
2: 28, 29 is clear on this: “For he is not a Jew, which is 
one outwardly; neither is that circumcision which is out- 
ward in the flesh: But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly ; 
and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and 
not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.” 
God foreknows with as much accurateness what men and 
women will do as we can know by actually seeing them 
perform, and it is those who will do His will whom He 
calls. 


Foreknowledge Versus Predestination 


A passage occurring in Romans 8 is very enlightening 
on God’s foreknowledge “For whom he did foreknow, he 
also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many breth- 
ren.” Whom He foreknew, not whom He foreordained. 


There is a vast difference between foreknowledge and 
predestination. 

“Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also 
called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and 
whom he justified, them he also glorified” (vs. 29, 30). 
Dr. Moffatt groups vs. 28—-30 into one paragraph, and 
indeed they seem to belong together. ‘‘We know also that 
those ‘who love God, those who have been called in terms 
of his purpose, have his aid and interest in everything. 
For he decreed of old that those whom he predestined 
should share the likeness of his Son—that he might be 
the firstborn of a great brotherhood. Then he calls those 
whom he has thus decreed; then he justifies those whom 
he has called; then he glorifies those whom he has justi- 
fied.” 

Let us analyze: (1) God foreknows who will be material 
fit for His purpose, and they have His aid and interest 
in everything. (II) He decreed of old that those whom 
He predestined should share the likeness of His Son. 
They must become one with the Father mentally and 
morally. (III) Then those whom He decreed or foreknew 
He calls. (IV) Then He justifies those He calls, and in the 
end He will glorify those whom He has justified. Once the 
glad word has gone forth from the lips of the Judge, 
“Well done, good and faithful servant,” the glorification 
will follow as certain as day follows night. 

The truth taught in these verses is of one piece with 
Jesus’ promise in John 7:17, “If any man will do his 
will, he shall know of the doctrine.” However, in calling 
those who will do His will, many are attracted by the call 
who will not fully answer it. But such are not really 
called, their calling was incidental, actually the sound of 
the call only reached their ears, reminiscent of the “seed” 
which unintentionally fell by the wayside, as the seed of 
the Kingdom was being sown in the good and honest 
hearts. All the truly called ones will be justified and 
glorified. 

Now let us read Rom. 9: 14, “What shall we say then? 
Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid.” No 
indeed, let us never be so self-conceited as to charge God 
with unfairness. He never abrogates His principle of 
man’s free moral agency. 


God’s Right of Choice 


The thought of God’s right to choose is carried still 
further, in v. 15, “For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy 
on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion 
on whom I will have compassion.” Whether Jew or Gen- 
tile, God chooses as He sees fit, and needs no help from 
fallible man. “So then it is not of him that willeth, nor 
of him that runneth, but of God that showeth mercy” 
(v. 16). The Lamsa translation reads: “Therefore, it is 
not within the reach of him that wishes, nor within the 
reach of him who strives, but it is within the reach of the 
merciful God.” Because the Jew “wished” to be God’s 
first choice would not assure him of acceptance, or 
because of a self-imposed system of righteousness, no 
man or woman could be accepted by God. God chooses His 
candidates as He pleases. But even so, once chosen as 
potential material for His kingdom does not automatically 
assure them as the finished product. 
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Man’s election is to responsibility, not to privilege. In 
the Day of final account actions only will be weighed. 


Men as Tools of God 


In verse 17, God’s right to act as He chooses is exempli- 
fied in His dealings with Pharaoh. “For the scripture 
saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I 
raised thee up, that I might show my power in thee, and 
that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. 
Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, 
and whom he will he hardeneth.’”’ God used Pharaoh as 
a tool to bring about a desired end, that His “name might 
be declared throughout all the earth.” God’s use of 
Pharaoh was the same as the use He made of Cyrus the 
Persian as above mentioned. Of him we read: “Thus saith 
the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I 
have holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will 
loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved 
gates; and the gates shall not be shut... I have even 
called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, even 
though thou hast not known me” (Isa. 45:1, 4). 


God’s Supremacy 


A survey, made by the editors of the Jnterpreter’s Bible, 
on the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart, according to the 
account given in Exodus, seems to throw considerable 
light on God’s way of working. 

“We have already noticed that the assertion of God’s 
supremacy raised the question of man’s freedom. The 
doctrine of predestination has inspired endless debate, 
and most of it has been unprofitable. It has usually been 
treated as an abstract philosophical problem; whereupon 
it creates insoluble difficulties and leads to destructive 
or blasphemous conclusions. With Paul it was not a philo- 
sophical question at all. He was dealing with a religious 
issue, and his particular point of departure was the 
omnipotence of God. To suggest that man can determine 
his own destiny either by merit or demerit seemed to him 
to call in question God’s effective supremacy. As Ander- 
son Scott has pointed out, the Hebrew mind showed little 
interest in secondary causes. Every event was traced 
directly to the final cause, God. If something happened, 
God was responsible. ‘This took place’ and ‘God did this’ 
were alternative ways of saying the same thing. An 
excellent example (and again I am indebted to Scott) 
is supplied by the Exodus account of an incident to which 
Paul refers in the present chapter (vs. 17, 18). The 
hardening of Pharaoh’s heart is described in three ways: 
‘The Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh’ (Exod. 7: 13; 
9:12); ‘the heart of Pharaoh was hardened’ (Exod. 7: 
22; 9:7) ; and ‘Pharaoh hardened his heart’ (Exod. 8: 15, 
32). The meaning is the same in every case. Moreover, to 
trace the effect to God as the final cause by no means 
relieved Pharaoh of responsibility. On this point of 
human responsibility the views of the Pharisees were 
clearly defined. The classic expression of their attitude 
comes to us through Josephus: ‘All things are governed 
by Fate, yet they (the Pharisees) do not take away from 
men the freedom of acting as they think fit. For they 
think that it has pleased God to mix up the decrees of 
Fate and man’s will so man can act virtuously or 
viciously.’ This simply affirms two facts, God’s supremacy 
and man’s responsibility, leaving undecided the philo- 
sophical question of their relation; and no one who is 
more concerned to live his faith than to reflect upon it 
has ever found the two views incompatible. The man of 


deep religious insight is persuaded that God’s supremacy 
is unchallenged and that his own moral responsibility is 
unquestioned.” 
God’s Leniency and Pharaoh’s Hardened Heart 

A word about the cause of Pharaoh's heart being 
hardened is in order. Seven times we are told that the 
Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, three times that he 
hardened his own heart. Once we are told that it was 
God’s leniency that prompted him to harden his heart. 
Exodus 8:15 lists this once-mentioned instance: “But 
when Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened 
his heart, and hearkened not unto them, as the Lord had 
said.” There is one text that specifically states that 
Pharaoh hardened his own heart; it is the word of the 
Philistine lords: “Wherefore then do ye harden your 
hearts, as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their 
hearts? when he wrought wonderfully among them” (I 
Sam. 6:6). 


God Chooses His Man but Man Chooses his Destiny 


Now the point that Paul is making in using Pharaoh 
as an example, is that the Almighty has the right to use 
His own material in any way that He sees fit. He can 
either choose or reject either Jew or Gentile. But that 
in no way militates against His principle of placing 
before the life-seekers a choice of serving Him or not 
serving Him. “We cannot fathom the motives and pur- 
poses which lie behind God’s choice, but we can at least 
make sure that we use with a high sense of obligation the 
advantages which we possess. Though we cannot explain, 
We can be scrupulous in our stewardship.” 

Then says Paul to his Jewish critics, “perhaps you will 
say, Why then doth he yet find fault? For who can resist 
his will?” (v. 19). How can God find fault if He Himself 
has predestined one to disobedience? Who can resist His 
will? Paul makes the same sort of reply that he made to 
a similar question in Rom. 3:5, 6, “Is God unrighteous 
who taketh vengeance?” He does not so much answer the 
question as to deny its propriety—‘ ‘How can you, a man, 
presume to question the morality of an action of God?}— 
and then proceeds to use the analogy of the potter and the 
clay.” 

The potter has complete control over the clay. Of the 
same lump he can make two vessels, one for “honorable 
service’ and another for “menial service.” “However, O 
man, who are you to question God? Shall the thing formed 
say to him who formed it, Why have you made me like 
this? Does not the potter have power over his clay to 
make out of the same lump vessels, one for special occa- 
sions and the other for daily service?” (vs. 20, 21). “It 
is Israel, ‘marred in the hand of the potter’ by its own 
persistent wickedness, that is in view, and what God 
claims is His right to make of it ‘another vessel,’ use it 
for another purpose than that first intended. When Paul 
speaks of ‘vessels of wrath fitted for destruction’ (v. 22), 
he means just what Jeremiah means,” ch. 18: 1—10. God 
has the right to “pluck up,” “pull down” and “destroy” 
a nation, according to its just deserts. Or, if that nation 
changes its ways, to “build and to plant it.” It is a case 
of God’s supremacy versus man’s responsibility. God Him- 
self, “afore prepared unto glory” the “vessels of his 
mercy.” If those, “once intended to be vessels of His 
mercy are now only fitted for destruction, they have but 
themselves to blame for it. Paul then calls us to observe 
the longsuffering with which God has borne with them.” 
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God Calls—Man Chooses or Not to Answer 


Romans 9: 23, 24, reveals Paul’s argument that Gen- 
tiles as well as Jews were to be accepted and called into 
the Christian Way: “But he poured his mercy upon the 
favored vessels, which were prepared for the glory of 
God; namely, ourselves, the called ones, not of the Jews 
only but also of the Gentiles.” (Lamsa). God reserved 
the right to call into His service anyone who would choose 
to come, irrespective of nationality or their past life. 
“Paul makes explicit here the point which has been 
implicit in his argument from the beginning: not only 
do some ‘who are descended from Israel’ not ‘belong to 
Israel,’ but also some who are not descendants, do belong.” 

Then again God’s freedom of choice, as well as the 
human factors affecting that choice, are spelled out by 
Hosea, as revealed in vs. 25, 26, “As he said also in Hosea, 
I will call them my people, who were not my own people; 
and her beloved who was not beloved. And it shall come 
to pass that in the place where it was said you are not 
my people, there shall they be called the children of the 
living God” (Lamsa). We are free moral agents, our 
status with God can be changed. Once beloved is no 
guarantee that we will always be beloved, or once in dis- 
favor does not foreordain us to perpetual disfavor. 

In verse 27 the Apostle continues with his thesis that 
being a Jew, racially, does not assure one acceptance, at 
the same time building a case against the belief in 
universal salvation: “Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, 
Though the number of the children of Israel be as the 
sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved.” The newer 
versions add the word only. “Though the number of the 
children of Israel should be as the sand of the sea, only 
a remnant shall be saved.” Only “the leftovers shall be 
saved,” is the wording of another of the newer versions. 
Jesus’ declaration in Matt. 7:14 agrees perfectly with 
these translations of Isa. 1: 9, “Because strait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it.” 

“The mark of the remnant is its faithfulness to those 
requirements which other Israelites, trusting in their 
exclusive privileges, have ignored. Election not only can 
be forfeited, it has been forfeited; and to Paul the actual 
position of the Jews was merely a crowning instance of a 
moral law whose operation the prophets had described.” 

The newer versions make a radical change in the mean- 
ing of verse 28. Our common version reads, “For he will 
finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness, because 
a short work will the Lord make on the earth.” This word- 
ing barely identifies the era to which prophecy applies. 
The Revised Standard Version reads, “For the Lord will 
execute his sentence upon the earth with rigor and dis- 
patch.” This definitely implies the short period of God’s 
judgments upon earth at Armageddon. The Lord will 
execute His sentence upon earth with rigor and dispatch. 

Various meanings have been applied to verse 29. The 
quotation from Isa. 1:9 reads: “Except the Lord of 
Sabaoth had left us a seed, we had been as Sodoma, and 
been made like unto Gomorrha.” One commentator applies 
it to the small remnant of Christian Jews in Paul’s time. 
However, its location, following as it does immediately 
after the prophecy of God’s judgments, seems to identify 
it with our very day and time, just prior to Jesus’ return 
to earth. 

Then verses 30—32 show why a faithful God could not 


keep His covenant with Israel as a nation. They were not 
worthy. “What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, 
which followed not after righteousness, have attained to 
righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith. 
But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, 
hath not attained to the law of righteousness. Wherefore? 
Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the 
works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling- 
stone; as it is written, “Behold, I lay in Sion a stumbling- 
stone and a rock of offense: and whosoever believeth on 
him shall not be ashamed.” 

God’s supremacy does not abrogate man’s responsi- 
bility. We still can choose to serve Him or not serve Him. 
And in the Day of Final Account our acceptance or 
rejection will be according to what we ourselves have 
done, or failed to do, and not because we were predes- 
tined either to success or failure. 





Good Manners 


I F TRUTH is the foundation and kindness is the super- 

structure of the gentleman, honor is his atmosphere— 
a hard thing to define, but a very real thing as we see 
it, or the lack of it. It is akin to truth, but is more—it is 
its aroma, its flower, its soul. It is that which makes a 
gentleman’s word as good as his bond. We get its exact 
meaning when it is used in connection with womanly 
virtue. It may be defined as an exquisite and imperative 
self-respect. Honor is an absolute and ultimate thing. It 
knows nothing of abatement, or change or degree. It 
governs with a noble and inexorable necessity. The man 
of honor dies sooner than break its lightest behest. To 
those who do not know it, it is less than the summer cloud; 
to those who have it adamant is less solid. The man of 
honor may be trusted to the uttermost; he does not know 
temptation. It is a mail that prevents even the aiming of 
arrows. The man of honor has no price. 

Mr. Smiles, in one of his admirable books, says that 
Wellington was once offered half a million for a state 
secret not of any special value to the Government, but 
the keeping of which was a matter of honor. “It appears 
you are capable of keeping a secret,” he said to the offi- 
cial. “Certainly,” he replied. “Then so am I,” said the 
General, and bowed him out. Honor is offended even at 
the thought of its violation. It is the poetry of noble 
manhood,— 

“That away, 

Men are but gilded loam or painted clay.” 
Unhappy is he who comes to years of manhood and finds 
it weak and dull; unhappier still is he who has lost it by 
some deliberate act. He can never again be quite the same 
man. Tarnished honor in man or woman is the one stain 
that cannot be washed out. 

True honor includes kindness, delicacy, forbearance, 
consideration for others. If one is centrally true, kind, 
honorable, delicate and considerate, he will almost with- 
out fail have manners that will take him into any circle 
where culture and taste prevail. 

Manners in this high sense are a defense against insult. 
All doors fly open when he who bears them approaches. 
They cannot be bought, They cannot be learned as from 
a book; they cannot pass from lip to lip; they come from 
within, and from a within that is grounded in truth, 
honor, delicacy, kindness, and consideration. 

—Selected. 
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Push or Pull 


667 IFE CAN BE likened to a series of doors. 

“Youth is a door through which the child passes 
to man’s estate and responsibility. Responsibility is itself 
a door which leads to command. Every day in the year 
is a door opening into something better. Every hour 
brings the impulse to open a new door and pass to a new 
experience. 

“And, like the visible doors of a partition, these invis- 
ible doors are moved by push or pull. 

“Pull, the door of influence, beguiles humanity. From 
the driver who takes the law into his own hands because 
he has a friend at headquarters, up to the politician who 
yearns to be a statesman, the door marked pull has its 
possibilities. 

“Push, the door of ambition, asks for force of character 
if it is to open. But this door once opened leads to a room 
where life is more secure and the rewards of work more 
sweet than the uncertain fruits of influence. 

“Give us the man who pushes out for himself, who 
pushes into the business, trade or profession of his choice, 
who pushes his way honestly from the lowest rung of the 
ladder to the topmost. This man knows every step of 
the way. Nothing exterior can ever take command of 
him. He has two companions on the climb; self-respect 
and experience. These two are worth more than all the 
pull in the world.” 

This principle of push or pull applies with equal force 
to the spiritual life. The door leading into the Kingdom 
has been opened to us but we will never be pulled through. 
God has shown us the way, has put before us grand and 
glorious things as incentives, has promised an hundred- 
fold even in this life—and His promises have been ful- 
filled all through the ages. When His people were obedi- 
ent to His commandments, the blessings followed as 
promised. So His part of the contract is sure, but He 
will never compel us, He will never drive us, He will 
never pull us up the difficult hills, nor through the trying 
ordeals of life into the Kingdom. We must exert our own 
power; we must push with our whole mind, might and 
strength. Paul expressed this same thought in Phil. 3: 13, 
14 when he said: “Forgetting those things which are 
behind and reaching forth unto those things which are 
before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 

Neither need we expect to get in through any other 
person’s influence. Just because we belong to the people 
of God and have been called by the name will give us no 
“pull” through the ordeal of the Judgment Day when the 
hidden things come to light and the secrets of the heart 
are made known; for every man will be judged by his 
own works. Push on our part is the only thing that will 
bring us the joy and satisfaction that comes from decisive 
action in times of trial, and it will bring us to the Judg- 
ment with joy and not with grief. 

This question of “pull” also comes into the teachings 
of the Bible, but not with favor, Ezekiel, speaking through 
the inspiration of God, foretelling the judgments that 
would be poured out upon a disobedient people, said: “Son 
of man, when the land sinneth against me by trespassing 
grievously, then will I stretch out mine hand upon it, and 
will break the staff of the bread thereof, and will send 


famine upon it, and will cut off man and beast from it; 
though these three men, Noah, Daniel and Job were in 
it, they should deliver but their own souls by their right- 
eousness, saith the Lord God.” 

So let us push, push, PUSH aside the obstacles of bad 
temper, impatience, foolish talking, pride, egoism, bitter 
feelings or uncharitable speeches against a brother. Yes, 
let us push everything evil out of our minds and push 
steadily forward to perfection and its rich and abundant 
rewards in the eternal kingdom of Christ Jesus. 


ames [3 siesta 
Life’s Composing Room 


I watch the man who bends 
Above the white-hot blaze 
Where molten metal bubbles up 
To meet his anxious gaze. 
Discarded type again becomes 
Perfection—for machines to mar, 
Recast, each time it must emerge 
A perfect silver bar. 


How like ourselves it seems, 
This porridge on the fire; 

How like repentance is the flame 
That purges our desire 

And leaves us free from malice 
And from envy’s green corrode, 

With high resolve to follow straight 
The ethics and the code. 


But when repentance leaves us 
With high resolve to do, 

Take care that penance follows 
Else the flame may not burn true. 

And pity him from whose neglect 
The fire burns low at last, 

Until his soul lacks courage 
To alter and recast. 


For life is, after all, 
A big composing room, 
A “makeup” station for the ones 
That live beyond the tomb. 
And when at last we hear 
“Forms standing” from the Judge 
The baser metals are consumed, 
And all that’s left is love. 


So, let’s be thankful for the flame 
That burns within us all, 
That forces us to rise again 
When greed has made us fall. 
For when the last recast is made 
With paradise not far 
This flame alone can make each one 
A perfect silver bar. 
Selected. 





There are nobler things to do with one’s life than to pile 
up dollars to the sky! Towers of wealth like the tower of 
Babel may come tumbling down. Today youth defines success 
in terms of human happiness and service. 
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Patterns 


OR THE GARMENT maker, whether tailor, seam- 

stress or other, probably no one piece of equipment is 
more essential than the pattern. In fact, patterns are a 
prerequisite to ultimate success in many crafts but 
especially so in the clothing industry, where convenience, 
comfort and appearance are so very important to the 
wearer. 

Among the many qualifications that an aspiring Chris- 
tian must meet, that of garment maker stands pre- 
eminent. For his whole career must be given to preparing 
a wardrobe suitable and acceptable as a household resi- 
dent in the palace of the King. 

The elite of man’s present society are meticulous to 
always appear in the clothing suited to the occasion and 
period of the day: faultless morning clothes, clothes for 
town wear, appropriate afternoon clothes, formal evening 
dress, etc., etc. 

So the elect of God’s royal family must appear at the 
most important function of earth—the marriage supper 
of the Lamb—with resplendent garments of righteous- 
ness. Any who are not properly dressed for the occasion 
shall not only be rejected, but bound and cast out! No 
uncomely, skimpy or ill-fitting garments will be tolerated 
—the guests would be horrified. The Host austerely for- 
bids it. 

To prepare for this event, we have been given a pattern 
—hbut it is not a pattern to be fitted to us, but rather ws 
to be fitted to the pattern. We have chosen our pattern 
when we promise “We will serve the Lord.” And like all 
things from our Heavenly Father, it is a perfect pattern 
—it cannot be altered to fit us, but we must be trans- 
formed, altered to conform to the pattern. Jesus has said, 
“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your father which is 
in heaven is perfect.” Christ never asked us to do any- 
thing which He Himself had not done, for Paul said of 
Him in Heb. 5: 8, 9, “Though he ‘were a son, yet learned 
he obedience by the things which he suffered, and being 
made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation 
unto all them that obey him.” 

For our model, we look “unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross. . .”” He patterned His garment 
unto perfect obedience. Paul likewise, used the same pat- 
tern, for he wrote “Be ye followers of me even as I also 
am of Christ.” 

Paul, who had formerly persecuted the followers of 
Christ, and was—as he later wrote of himself—“The 
chiefest of sinners,” became immediately obedient 
after seeing the heavenly vision, and started at once 
fashioning garments of salvation like his Teacher. In 
sharp contrast to his earlier life, he wrote to the Philip- 
pian brethren,—“This one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. . . breth- 
ren, be followers of me. . . those things, which ye have 
both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, 
do: and the God of peace shall be with you.” These things 
which Paul preached, he had received personally from 
Jesus when he was put into the ministry, and he con- 
stantly exhorted his brethren to live according to his 


example. Peter also preached the same gospel and fol- 
lowed the same pattern and left us the admonition that 
—‘‘because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
example,” we should “follow his steps.” 

As has been already implied, this is not a garment to 
be made for us by someone we think more qualified or 
experienced, but it must be a self-made garment. The 
Apostle who had a prophetic glimpse of the grand wed- 
ding feast exclaimed “and his wife hath made herself 
ready.” To be a part of this bride of Christ we must now 
make ourselves ready by perfecting our robes of right- 
eousness according to the pattern and instructions left 
to us. 

The materials we need cannot be bought with money, nor 
are they found in the world’s most exclusive markets. 
The Bible alone is the storehouse of material for making 
our garment. We must “buy the truth and sell it not; also 
wisdom and instruction and understanding.” We must 
“gird up the loins” of our mind, and as “obedient chil- 
dren,” not fashioning “ourselves according to the former 
lusts,” as Peter tells us. We must “put on the whole armor 
of God,” having our “loins girt about with truth, and 
having on the breastplate of righteousness”; our “feet 
shod with the ... gospel of peace.” We must wear the 
helmet of salvation and, above all, take the shield of faith. 
Yes, most of all we need faith—faith that we can perfect 
our lives, and faith in God’s promises for the future if 
we do perfect our lives. We must use these materials to 
make for ourselves a robe of righteousness that will com- 
pletely cover us, and become a part of our daily living. 
We have no promise of how much time we shall have in 
which to fashion our robe of character to fit the pattern, 
but we know that it must be completed in this our day of 
probation. 

“Garments of salvation,” Isaiah calls this important 
clothing, and “now is the day of salvation,” so now is the 
allotted time and season for our preparation. Not only 
must we fashion this garment of holiness in conformance 
with the pattern, but Christ set a pattern that we must 
conform ourselves to. Paul reminds us that to be con- 
formed to the image of His Son is the fore-ordination of 
the Father. 

That Pattern also is perfect in every detail: perfect 
in patience, perfect in joy, in long-suffering and suffer- 
ing, in forgiveness and selflessness, in submission and 
meckness, in endurance and purity, in trust, hope and 
assurance. Christ stands a Pattern to all His followers. 
It is ours to copy and conform. 

Having such patterns at our disposal with complete 
detailed and flawless instructions as to their use, the 
Mode! of the finished product for our study, there is no 
good reason for anything less than work fully up to 
standard. 

For our accessories to complement our beautiful gar- 
ment, we need “the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, 
which is in the sight of God of great price.” The ornament 
of humility is probably the most important accessory and 
should be worn at all times, “for what doth the Lord re- 
quire of thee but to do justly, and to love mercy and to 
walk humbly with thy God.” If we now complete our 
“robe of righteousness” according to His pattern, we 
know that “when the chief Shepherd shall appear, [we] 
shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away,” 
together with blessings ‘“‘above all we can ask or think.” 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Rojeicing 


F THE WORDS of the divine writer are true, that 

the pure mind of every Christian needs to be con- 
tinually stirred by way of remembrance lest he forget 
the gracious promises of the Lord and Saviour, then we 
all stand today in need of a new inoculation of Truth 
drawn from the pages of Holy Writ. It is the only tonic 
we can take into our system when the lifeblood count is 
low. It is indeed a tonic of good cheer, comfort, and con- 
solation to keep us steady in the time of storm. Like the 
keel of a ship, it will hold us from bobbing helplessly 
about. The Bible in the home does not automatically bless 
that home. It must be studied, digested, its glorious pre- 
cepts taken into our lives and lived out in our daily con- 
duct; then and only then will strength return to overcome 
the elements that are continually working death within 
our members. No one has an easy trail to travel. Every 
one has his own problems, The difference between Chris- 
tians is not whether they have difficulties, obstacles and 
crosses to overcome, but what they do with the trials and 
crosses when they do come. 

Our life will be a miserable failure if we endeavor to 
find a solution that has no problem. Our only hope lies 
in strengthening the inner man in such a way as to 
overcome the difficulties that beset our pathway. When 
we see a follower of Christ meet a difficulty, pass through 
a trial, work out a solution, take up willingly the cross 
and overcome loss, we cannot help taking new courage 
in the battle of life. The blessed Bible we all profess to 
believe introduces to us a group of noble men and women 
who in every sense of the word have come to be among 
our closest acquaintances. We are better acquainted with 
the personal experience of such men as Abraham, Moses, 
Daniel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Paul, and Jesus than those 
who may live next door. These men are bright and shin- 
ing lights that never lose their lustre in the darkest hour. 
We see them clinging to a faith that could not be shaken, 
rejoicing in a hope that could not be destroyed. If we 
cannot be electrified by the thrill of their achievements 
our hope becomes vain. 

We might attend the greatest schools of learning the 
world offers, graduate with every degree possible, and 
yet die a fool in God’s sight. We might make our voice 
heard around the world and yet have nothing to say. 
We might travel two hundred miles an hour and yet 
have nothing to do with the time we save. As one writer 
puts it, we have improved means to an unimproved end. 
To diagnose the world’s trouble would be to find it had 
lost hope, and dispiritness has settled down upon all. 
As to the cause, whether it be war, fast living, pleasure 
seeking, selfishness, or overproduction, or the capitalis- 
tic system, the one fact remains that God is not in it 
nor is He in any way responsible for man’s dismal failure. 
Had men taken God for an anchor, the ship of state 
would not be drifting helplessly today on the sea of 
nations without sail or rudder or pilot. 

From whence cometh our help today to bear us over 
the storms of life? “My help cometh from the Lord,” 
said the Psalmist David. We see him rejoicing in hope 
in the darkest hour of his life, in sweet consolation 
crying, “God is my refuge and strength, a very present 


in Hope 

help in trouble. Therefore will I not fear, though the 
earth be removed and though the mountains be carried 
into the midst of the sea.” The Bible is filled with grand 
personalities who found the same secret power in tri- 
umphing over loss, rejoicing in hope, being fully per- 
suaded that God’s promises of an everlasting Kingdom 
are sure. If we can find out what these men did when 
trials and temptations surrounded them and how they 
found strength to overcome them, it cannot help but be 
an inspiration to us and will throw a flood of light down 
the trail we have to travel. 

“Rejoicing in hope,” said the apostle Paul, at a time 
in history that makes our age, our mode of living, with 
its comforts, seem a paradise. He said it at a time when 
opposition, suspicion, and hatred harassed him on every 
side. “Rejoicing in hope” was his most sacred song, and 
it came from his profound convictions growing out of 
his experience in service for God. He had come to his 
struggle and come out of it not only rejoicing in hope 
himself but able to say to those to whom he wrote, “I 
am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shal] be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” “Rejoicing in 
hope. . . Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say, 
Rejoice.” And he seems to have exemplified this through 
all his life. 

Nothing seemed to daunt him. Cast him into a dun- 
geon, bound with chains; he rejoices in hope and sings 
praises at midnight. Cast him into a Roman prison; he 
still preaches the joyful tidings of the coming Kingdom 
to all who will listen. Set him before kings with his life 
in their hands; he causes the judgment hall to ring with 
the power of the Gospel until Felix trembles. See him 
again hunted like a deer in the mountains by forty men 
bound with an oath that no food should pass their lips 
till his life had been taken. See him beaten with rods, 
stoned and left for dead. Thrice in shipwreck, in perils 
by the heathen, in perils in the city, in the wilderness, 
on the sea and among false brethren, in weariness and 
painfulness, in watchings, oft in hunger and thirst, in 
cold and in nakedness, besides having the care of all the 
churches; and then he crowns it all, as it were, with these 
words, “Our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory.” He used Truth to measure his conduct; other 
things of life became secondary. Whether he lived for a 
time in comfort, or had hardship, in danger, joy, or 
sorrow, the big thing was to go on with the task and 
finish it well. What, then, is the secret of such a hope? 
How can we use the right measuring rod in valuing 
eternal things and go on from day to day, rejoicing in 
hope? 

Was Paul a superman who needed no help? No, for 
he says, “I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me.” He had difficulties which he gladly 
would have had taken away, but God’s answer was, “My 
grace [or Truth] is sufficient for thee.” The great prob- 
lem of his life was solved, not by taking the difficulty 
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away but by receiving strength to overcome. Paul’s 
message, his life and example, is a challenge to us today 
to rejoice in God’s promises and lift ourselves above that 
which has brought the world down the pathway to a 
false hope. 

Behold Abraham, the father of the faithful, tried and 
tested that he might be justified by works. How many 
parents today would rejoice in hope to hear a faithful 
son say, “My father, here is the fire and the wood, but 
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?’ See Daniel, 
in the darkest hour of his captivity, when the decree of 
the king had been signed to crush out his life; rejoicing 
in hope he hurries to his bedchamber, and on bended 
knee gives thanks as he had before. See Moses, rejecting 
the pomp, glory, and wealth of Egypt, that he might 
rejoice in hope of the more enduring and eternal riches 
of Christ. Though his own people murmured against 
him, criticized and rebelled, cried for the flesh pots, 
built a golden calf when he was out of sight; yet this 
towering personality, drawing his strength from God, 
rejoicing constantly in hope, lifted the nation out of 
bondage. There is no historic figure more noble than 
the Jewish lawgiver, prepared by God as an oak to 
withstand the storms that blow around it. The age in 
which he lived was an age of oppression. In Hebrews, 
the eleventh chapter, behold the grand array of noble 
men and women, harassed on every side with the mock- 
ings of an ungodly world, suffering in bonds and impris- 
onment, tormented and afflicted, yet rejoicing in hope, 
looking ahead for that country whose foundations are 
eternal, whose builder and maker is God. 

And now a passing glance at the deeds of the man 
whom God used in these last days to confound Rome with 
all her errors. First, we see him rejoicing in hope that 
he might find the hidden gem; second, rejoicing in the 
greater hope when he had found it; third, rejoicing in 
hope because of the promises it offered; fourth, rejoicing 
in hope that he might find a few who would so live as to 
be worthy to share in the promises with him. 

Moffatt’s translation of Heb. 11:1, 2, is beautiful in 
its rendering: “Now faith means we are confident of 
what we hope for, and convinced of what we do not see. 
It was for this that the men of old won their record.” 
Would it not be well to make an inventory of our lives 
today and make certain that we have the faith, the hope, 
the confidence that will make for us a record that will 
stand for eternity? Then we can truly say, “The Lord 
is my light and salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord 
is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” 





To have rich personalities we must plant noble thoughts 
in our minds. To achieve success, we must sow the seeds 
of hard work, concentration, study, perseverance. If we 
neglect the planting, we should not complain if the 
flowers of success and beauty do not blossom in our lives. 
The fault is our own, 





Each of us may be sure that if God sends us on stony paths, 
He will provide us with strong shoes. He will not send us out 
on any journey for which He does not equip us well. 





The kindest are those who forgive and forget. 





(Continued from page 7) 
PATTERNS 


Can we not afford to use great care and spend much time 
and energy in perfecting our garment that it may be 
“without spot or wrinkle or any such thing’? Shall we 
be “glad and rejoice” when the marriage of the Lamb is 
come? Only if we have made ourselves ready shall it be 
said of us: “and to her was granted that she should be 
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen 
is the righteousness of saints.” 


My life is but a weaving 
Between my Lord and me; 
I may not choose the colors, 
He knows what they should be; 
For He can view the pattern 
Upon the upper side, 
While I can see it only 
On this, the under side. 


Sometimes He weaveth sorrow, 
Which seemeth strange to me; 
But I will trust His judgment, 
And work on faithfully; 
’Tis He who fills the shuttle, 
He knows just what is best, 
So I shall weave in earnest 
And leave with Him the rest. 


Not till the loom is silent 
And the shuttles cease to fly 
Shall God unroll the canvas 
And explain the reason why— 
The dark threads are as needful 
In the weaver’s skillful hand 
As the threads of gold and silver 
In the pattern He has planned. 





The Future Peace and Glory of the Church 


Hear what God, the Lord, hath spoken: 
O my people, faint and few, 
Comfortless, afflicted, broken, 
Fair abodes I build for you. 
Thorns of heartfelt tribulation 
Shall no more perplex your ways: 
You shall name your walls Salvation, 
And your gates shall all be Praise. 


There, like streams that feed the garden, 
Pleasures without end shall flow; 
For the Lord, your faith rewarding, 
All His bounty shall bestow; 
Still in undisturbed possession 
Peace and righteousness shall reign; 
Never shall you feel oppression, 
Hear the voice of war again. 


Ye no more your suns descending, 
Waning moons no more shall see; 
But your griefs, forever ending, 
Find eternal noon in Me. 
God shall rise, and, shining o’er you, 
Change to day the gloom of night; 
He, the Lord, shall be your glory, 
God your everlasting light. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he 
is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord 
hath promised to them that love him” (James 1: 12). 


In our meditation verse, trial and temptation are tied 
by promise to a crown of life for those who are show- 
ing their love for God by doing His will; and of course 
the only way we can become acceptable to anyone is by 
doing the things pleasing to him. The word “trial” is 
often used interchangeably with grief, poverty, adversity 
or misfortune. These often come through ignorance, in- 
difference or poor judgment, and all could be controlled 
by man to some extent. 

Promise opens the door to the future just wide enough 
to enable us to catch a fleeting glimpse of the glories of 
eternity ; just enough to encourage us by making us real- 
ize that these wonders that are promised are now within 
our grasp, for the promise is to those who will “lay hold 
on eternal life.” What we see in this brief glimpse is just 
what should encourage us to the effort of resisting all 
that would discourage or delay us in gaining an entrance 
into that wonderful future of God. It should stiffen our 
determination and purpose to lift ourselves out of our 
low mortal condition, and become somebody in God’s 
sight. Character is the part of us that determines how 
we react to these surrounding conditions. A strong 
character will cling with an unswerving determination 
to a selected course. This characteristic can be seen plain- 
ly in the lives of the true followers of God in all ages, 
present or past. 

The Christian’s capacity for enjoying life is not less 
than the worldling’s whose time is spent pursuing every 
pleasure. Abraham did not love his son less because he 
was willing to sacrifice him. He only loved God more in 
being willing to crush down his own feelings in obedience. 
Paul did not love position and power the less because he 
became a virtual outcast, compared with his earlier life. 
He only was willing to obey at all cost. The mountain tor- 
rent pours its strength against the rock only to be broken 
into white foam. The rock has the strength to resist. But 
pouring its strength against an earth bank, the stream 
eats it away. The difference is their ability to resist. 

In modern warfare, from the very start, every effort 
is made to break down and destroy a nation’s will to re- 
sist and to wage war. This is because the ability to wage 
war depends not only on the military forces in the field, 
but equally on the resources and active will of the entire 
community. If this will is seriously impaired or broken, 
all is lost to the defensive. In the Christian’s warfare 
against all that is not edifying or upbuilding, the very 
same condition holds. Our ability is measured almost en- 
tirely by our will to resist temptation, endure trial, and to 
strike back with a direct effort that provides an improved 
position. 

The difference between success and failure in the 
testing and trial of a Christian, is his own attitude. While 
all have not the same weakness, all have the ability to 
overcome their weakness and become strong. The one 


who does not resist, develops no strength. But he who 
resists and resists, time after time, develops the strength 
to continue resisting the temptation more and more suc- 
cessfully. This is enduring, and it is to the one who en- 
dures that the blessing is given. The Emphatic Diaglott 
gives this, “Happy the man who endures trial; because 
having become an approved person, he shall receive the 
crown of life. . .” 

While all have not the same weakness to overcome in 
the testing, there is one difficult test that all must pass. 
This is the difficulty of putting God first, always and in 
everything. Man is so prone to feel that his needs are 
large and pressing. The intimacy of our own problems 
usually magnifies their importance to us out of true pro- 
portion. Can anyone who has food, shelter and clothing, 
really have a temporal problem that could be greater than 
the one of gaining an entrance into God’s eternal King- 
dom? Human nature has not changed since Jesus said, 
“And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when 
they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and 
riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to 
perfection” (Luke 8:14). The cares come to all. A few 
resist their encroachment. 

The United States Supreme Court long ago established 
a difference between evading taxes and avoiding them. 
One is to escape by deception, and is unlawful. To avoid is 
to shun or stay away from the condition that leads to un- 
desirable consequences. Temptations cannot be evaded, 
but they can be avoided. When we know that certain cir- 
cumstances, places or people lead to temptation, they must 
be shunned. This is an act of resistance. “Enter not into 
the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. 
Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away” 
(Prov. 4:14, 15). 

Without a deep desire for the wonders of the Kingdom 
and the blessings of eternal life, little will ever be accom- 
plished. To endure temptations successfully, the blessing 
must never be out of mind. Paul said, “For our light 
affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (II Cor. 
4:17). He held the prize before him and counted his 
aiflictions light. As Jesus, “who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

In some endeavor, a little endurance may be enough. 
Not so with the Christian. He must have much endurance 
or be accounted to have none, for only “he that endureth 
to the end shall be saved,” says Jesus (Matt. 10: 22). 

One dictionary commenting on the synonyms for “en- 
dure” says, “Bear, is the most general of these words; it 
is metaphorically to hold up or keep up a burden of care, 
pain, grief, annoyance or the like, without sinking, la- 
menting or repining.” Cheerfu!lness is another ingredi- 
ent of Christian endurance, which is the endurance of 
trial without complaint. Even this is not enough. “Esteem 
it all joy, my brethren, when you fall into various trials” 
(James 1: 2—Diaglott). It is an honor to be tried and 
tested by the Eternal. And how great that honor to be 
passed to the right and blessed as the Psalmist foretold! 
“And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of 
water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf 
also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall 
prosper” (Psalm 1:3). Who shall stand when God doeth 
this? He that endureth temptation; he shall receive the 
crown of life. 





Questions and Answers 


“Will we be of flesh in the resurrection?” 


Yes, indeed, the resurrected dead will be as real after 
their resurrection as they were before they died. There 
can be no life without an organized being, and no thought 
without the brain, the organ of thought. 

The proposition is sometimes presented that a resur- 
rection of the body would be out of the question on the 
grounds that the material from which that body was 
formed no longer exists. But such is not the case. Matter 
can not be destroyed. The arrangement of the atoms 
forming that matter may be altered, but the matter itself 
still remains, and by knowledge of laws not now known 
to human beings it could be rebuilt into a human struc- 
ture again. 

A hypothetical case could be built of a fine watch being 
dropped into a bath of acid so potent as to completely 
dissolve the various metals entering into the make-up of 
the watch. A competent metallurgist then could reclaim 
all the metals from the acid, an expert watch maker could 
reconvert those metals into parts for a watch, and re- 
assemble them into a timepiece. Hence at the close of the 
cycle of destruction and reconstruction the watch could 
exist in its original form. Applying this same logic to the 
reconstruction of a human body no incongruity exists. 

It is a known scientific fact that the matter forming 
our bodies is replaced about every seven years, yet we are 
the same individual. 

Objection to the theory of the resurrection of the dead 
is sometimes raised on the grounds that the only way 
a body could exist is through the process of birth, growth 
and maturity. True, that is the only way we ever have 
seen a human body produced, but that is no proof that 
other procedures are not known to God Almighty. We 
obtain our food, whether from the vegetable or animal 
kingdom, through the slow process of inception and 
growth. A life germ implanted in a congenial medium 
starts the cycle of growth terminating in ripened grain or 
fully developed animal organism. Jesus, however, was 
able to employ a greater law whereby this process could 
be sidestepped and bread and fish to feed five thousand 
hungry people be produced instantly. 

Even to re-create a brain with the impressions of the 
original brain upon it would be no stretch of the 
Almighty’s power. We are told in Mal. 3:16 that the 
records are all safely kept: “And a book of remembrance 
was written before him for them that feared the Lord, 
and that thought upon his name.” 

And the dead are to be raised in the mortal state, the 
same as they fell asleep. 





“Do those who die without Christ have an eternal punish- 
ment?” 


No, they have no punishment at all. When they fall 
into death’s slumber that is their end. Every trace of 
thought or intellectual powers ceases with the cessation 
of life, and with the passage of time their very memory 
shall perish from the earth. 

This class of individuals is definitely pictured in the 
Bible. And they are not confined to any one group so far as 
the intellectual or social level is concerned. A knowledge 
of the Eternal’s demands and an agreement to enter His 
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service, is all that differentiates between the class known 
as “ecvenanters,” and those who wander aimlessly outside 
the sphere of God’s jurisdiction. The latter are described 
in Psalm 49, 

The Psalmist proclaims a message to the inhabitants 
of the world, to “both low and high, rich and poor... For 
he seeth that ‘wise men die, likewise the fool and brutish 
person perish, and leave their wealth to others. . . Like 
sheep they are laid in the grave; death shall feed upon 
them; and the upright shall have dominion over them in 
the morning; and their beauty shall consume in the grave 
from their dwelling. . . Man that is in honor, and under- 
standeth not, is like the beasts that perish. He shall go 
to the generation of his fathers; they shall never see 
light” (vs. 2, 10, 14, 20, 19). 

Jeremiah 51:57 groups together wise men, captains, 
rulers and mighty men who know not God, and of them 
says: “and they shall sleep a perpetual sleep, and not 
wake, saith the King, whose name is the Lord of hosts.” 
The prophet Obadiah speaks of the class on the opposite 
end of the social scale, and their position with God is no 
different: “As ye have drunk upon my holy mountain, so 
shall all the heathen drink continually, yea, they shall 
drink, and they shall swallow down, and they shall be 
as though they had not been.” (v. 16). 

From the foregoing it is obvious that it is not the plan 
of the Almighty to reckon with all humanity indiscrimi- 
nately. Only those who familiarize themselves with His 
law and enter His service are amenable to judgment. 
Jesus’ Parable of the “talents” in Matt. 25 stresses this 
thought. The man of wealth called “his own servants” 
and delivered to them his money, and upon his return he 
reckoned with them only (vs. 14—31). 

The Parable of the “laborers” (Matt. 20), teaches the 
same lesson. At no time did the owner of the vineyard 
employ all available labor in his area, and at evening he 
paid off only those whom he had hired. 

So at Judgment Day only those who have agreed to 
serve God will be reckoned with. We read in Rom. 2: 12, 
“For as many as have sinned without law shall also 
perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the 
law shall be judged by the law.” In II Cor. 5:10 Paul 
speaks of the opposite class, the covenanters: “For we 
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that 
every one may receive the things done in his body, accord- 
ing to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” All 
under law must appear before Christ to be judged, while 
those not under law never render an account. 





“Tomorrow the sun will be brighter; 
Tomorrow the skies will be fair; 
Tomorrow our hearts will be lighter ; 
We'll cast aside sorrow and care. 
Remember when heartsick and weary; 
The sunshine comes after the rain; 
Tomorrow is time to be cheery. 
Tomorrow we take hope again.” 


2 oe. = 8-% 
A noble character is a growth, but not the growth of a 


day or even a year. It is the sum of many ordinary days well 
used. 
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The “Royal” Telephone 











I'm sure youre all acquainted with the dial telephone, 
An instrument so common, found in almost every home. 
This wonder, so precisely built, will give us service true, 
If we, in turn, when dialing, take heed to what we do. 







The telephone of which I speak, if “Bell,” or otherwise, 

With all attendant services, is furnished “for a price,” 

But there is a better one, by far, though not so widely known; 
That’s free for all to use, it is the “Royal” telephone. 







This line connects us with our God, throughout our waking day, 

Whenever there is anything that to Him we wish to say. \ 
And we are sure of sweet release from overwhelming care, \\ 
A sense of overflowing peace when we resort to “prayer.” 







And from this “Royal” telephone no “busy” signal comes; 
We're sure of a connection as the mechanism hums. 


( The only thing that God requires of us, if He would hear, 






Although He may not answer soon, is that His Word we fear. 





The only charge to use this line, a price not hard to pay, 

: Is that we now our thoughts and ways upon His altar lay. 
A consecration that’s complete, a life of service true, 

Is all that is required of those who wish a call put through. 






In case we wish to use this line, and find connections “poor,” 
Without the shadow of a doubt, sin lies before our door. 

And doubt will make reception dim; of this be very sure; 

But “faith” will clear the line to Him, when striving to be pure. 






No storm or trial can disrupt the service on this line, 

For it is well protected by a Hand that is divine. 

The only reason there can be for service under par, 

Will be in self, in something there that will defile and mar. 






Oh, hear the invitation, “Use me frequently, and soon; 

Pour out your earnest longings, as you with your God commune. 
At early dawn, at noon, at night, abroad, and when at home, 
Make it a point to often use the ‘Royal Telephone.’ ” 






God is not too busy, though He is divine, If your line is “grounded,” and connection true, 

To hear your petition. Send it any time. Has been lost with Jesus, tell you what to do: 

"Tis a royal service, free for one and all— Prayer and faith and promise mend the broken wire, 
If in joy or trouble, give this “Royal” line a call. Till your soul is burning with a holy, just desire. 






Fail to get the answer? Evil’s on your wire Carnal combinations cannot get control 

Through some strong delusion, or some base desire. Of this line to Jesus, anchored in the soul. 

Take away obstructions, God is on the throne— Storm and trial cannot disconnect the line 

And you'll get the answer through this “Royal” telephone __Held in constant keeping by the Father’s hand divine. 







Telephone the Father. O what joy divine! 
I can feel the current moving on the line; 
Built by God the Father, for His loved and own— 
—— We may talk to Jesus, through this “Royal Telephone.” Sa 
















